Russia With Love and 
Baviecercn a and anoings pleceo 
eran history arrives on the ame sane : 
Allan Bryce samples the current o pu 
and notes that there’s plenty more 


they came from! 






hen author Ian Fleming wes 
writing his first novel in 1952, 
he searched for a name for his 
fast-living, womanising, ultra- 
sophisticated spy hero, and found itona 
book that graced his coffee table: Birds of 


more than six hundred million dollars at 
the box office, 

The Bond films are the closest thing in 
entertainment to a license to print 
money, and their release on video by 
Warners will no doubt swell the coffers 
even more! Bond's first screen ap- 
pearance was in Dr. No (1962) — which 
Was conceived basically ac a “thi... 





achieved a certain Popularity but were 
not yet universally known, 

Film editor Peter Hunt (who later 
directed the Bond opus On Her Majesty's 
Secret Service) Suggested a good-looking 
Scot named Sean Connery for the part, 
having seen him in the minor British com- 
edy On The Fiddle, and Connery got it 
despite strong Competition from Patrick 
McGoohan and Richard Johnson. Con- 
hery became the Bond most preferred by 


ferent but nonetheless potent appeal of 
his own. 


a Tunaway success and a second Bond 
film soon followed, 

From Russia With Love — which 
Warners have issued on video — is one 
of the very best of the series. Director 
Terence Young, who also made Dr. No, 
brought this as close as the films ever 


ounter-Intelligence, Terrorism, Revenge 
and Extortion) — the organisation that 
employed the maniacal Dr No: they want 
Bond dead and train deadly assassin Red 
Grant (Robert Shaw) to do the job. 


he action unfolds as 
fires a flare Pistol into the oi] he has leak- 


ed onto the sea around them, Causing the 


claustrophobic Setting. _ 
Looking back on the early Bond movies 















car which was Considered the best of its 
kind in 1963 when the film was Made: 


disposes of Goldfinger’s Minions en- 
Masse. The suspenseful climax, with 
Bond in chains and trying to avoid Odd- 
job’s lethal bowler, is also another 


Coolness, a ghlight. 

humour; But that’s the thing that has made 
into a bathrub €se movies so Successful: there are just 
fire i SO Many enjoyable moments that they can 


